SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
of ordinary folk. When we walk the streets of Pompeii
we should glance at the places where the money-
changers worked with their tablets, their figures and
their ordinary business letters. We should try to
conceive the ordinary relaxations of humanity, the
young lovers walking in sheltered olive groves, just as
they walk in Central Park now, of the circuses and the
public holidays. They differ in no significant feature
from the football matches and Jubilee days of our own
time. The famous Parks of Rest and Culture in the
Soviet Union are just common products decked out in
a new garb of nomenclature. Time is almost meaning-
less for Human Nature, and capitalism, as you call it,
no less normal than copulation.
This attitude, despite its eternal ring, is modern and
very urban. In the first place it is secular, and this is a
secular age. It is also a successful attitude, expressed
by dominant groups whose interests lie logically with
the maintenance of the status quo. It is remarkable
how ekstic is the responsiveness of the mind to the
dictates of material interests. Almost automatically,
the mind adopts those values, and none others, to
which material needs direct it. With regard to what
we may call the Human Nature view, humanity
seems to adopt the forms of permanent mediocrity
with special good grace when we view its frailty